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THE WAISTCOAT NOW

On It the Smartness of the
Costume Depends.

BRIGHT TOUCHES OF COLOR.

A New Phase of Dress Calls for
Attention.

Mustard Yeliow and Mustard Brown the
Iatest Colors Used In the Walstcoat
—The Walstcoat KEtther Sitmulated or
Real-Cloth, 81k and Satin Used for It
—fSome Parls Madels—Return of the
Blouse Holero The Direotoire Coat
of Sllk or Satin, Frequently Silk—Morn-
Ing Gowns of Volle—The New Colors,

There is an advantage in ordering one's
summer outfit early in the eeagon, and
the girl whose warm weather wardrobe is
already home fromi the tailor's and the dress-
maker's grects the first real spring days
with great serenity, but, on tha other hand,
the woman who is tardily choosing and
ordering her frocks now has certain things
in her favor,

She will find the dreesmakers busy and

will i o
she oulains them; but the season's fashions
are rapidly pagsing the experimental stage,
and one is now fairly sure of the sutnmer
modes, There are, (oo, late Llooming
novelties in fabrics and trimming which
are.eminently desirable and are calculated
to mnke the woman who has spent her
summen dress allowance wish
had been less hasty.

Few radical changes are made as the
spring goes by, but cxtremes are toned
down, ruggestions are developed, and upon

the general lines determined months ago
refinement of details is accomplighed.

Of the street suite there is Jittle that is
new to tell, and yet each day sees new and
attractive models. The variety is effected
by details of trimming rather than by
novelty of general plan, and a majority
of these variations are wrought by means
of bralding, although embroidery, quill
ings, plaitings, &c., have their share in
the work.

Much attention s given to the waistcoat
to which tuilors secm to have RBone over

‘mrerervedly, and upon the smartness of
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the waistooat the cachet of the frock fre-
quently depends, Often the entire frock
i# sombre in color, braided in self oolor or
in black, and when the bolero is closed no
hint of gayety appears in the costume;
but when the bolero fronts are thrown

back one has a glimpse of vivid color,
which gives originality and smartness to
the frock.

The waistcoat may be merely a simulated
waistcoat attached to the coat or it may be
a separate walstcoat., The latter is excep-

tional, though it is fancied by many of the
French tailors.

The simulated waistcoat is often merely |
a border or edge extending beyond the
edge of the coat, but in many cases it is |
set into the coat some distance back from |

the edge so that it produces the
, Beparate waistcoat.

Any and all of the colors favored as re-
lieving notes in the geason's dressmaking
are pressed into service for the waistcoat.

much eofter and more attractive than

their names would imply, are introduced
into the waistcoats of a large proportion
of the importad models. A peculiar brown,
warm and vellowish, yet deeper than the
mustard, I8 also liked and masqueradcs
under varying names, of which tanbark is
perbaps the most accurately descriptive.
All of the hyacinth and porcelain blues,
the French shades of rose, the champagne
tints and those exquisite if rather trying
tones known as the coral shadings ure pop-
ular, and the various tinte of vellow and
orange are repeated perhaps more fre-
quently than any other relieving colors.
The whole waistcoat is not always made
of the bright hue: it may be in any one of
the white shadings, in black, or in the néu-
tral gray or biscuit, and the bright color
may appear only in embroidery, braiding
or appliqué.  When the whaole waisteoat
does consist of the siriking color 1t s toned

The mustard yellow and mustard brown, |
which are all the rage in Paris and are !

Cloth, silk and satin are all used for these
little waistcoats, und the coarse linens have
a great vogue, even in combination with
silk or wool. Plain walstcoats of plqué
orof the new French duck, which has a very
fine cord but is softer than piqué, are seen
in somo of the tailored models sent out by
the best French houses, and their simplicity
is often smarter than much elaboration
would be,

There is, for instance, one model which
has been brought over by almost every
New York importer and which {s meeting
with desarved success. The original, a
sketoh of which is shown in the large group,
was in gray etamine flecked with black.

The little coat, fulled in at the shoulders,
had its fronts bordered by bands of black
satin, which crossed and ended at the back
of the neck. The coat fronts when closed
cover almost all of the waistcoat, but when
opened are seen to be faced in black satin
embroidered in all the shades of corn
flower blue and in gold thread.

The very full sleeves end half way between
elbow and wrist in a stiff little frill faced
with black satin, and from this point to the
wrist is a plain cuff of soft white piqué
fitting the wris® closely and fastening like
a shirt walst sleeve with link buttons.

There is a very short basque to the coat
and a belt of white kid striped in corn
flower blue confines the back and slips under
the loose fronts. A ‘mannish waistcoat of
white piqué, double breasted and without
collar, goes'with the coat, and the skirt is
pleated in long lines from waist to
hem.

This description gives no adequate idea
of the union of smart severity and dressy

modishnesr attained by the model. Copies
of the gown in tafleta of various colors
and with modified cuffs and waistcoat
havae been made by several New York
tailors and are very successful.

Upon another model, illustrated in the
large picture, the waistcoat is of cloth bound
withsilk in theshade of the coat and’heavily
embroidered with shades of this same
color. This is a double-breasted waistcoat
crossing high on the cheat so that it shows
only a glimpse of the blouse or guimpe
worn with it, and the close fitting bolero
which accompanies it has broad revers,

effect of a | Wider at the bottom than at the top.

These inverted revers are much in evi-
dence upon the little coats of the season,
but do not give as good lines to the figure
! as the conventional revers and are likely
to enlarge the apparent gize of the waist.

The close fitting bolero has, by the way,
| gained ground of late, and though one
still sees the loose pleated sack boleros
thev are less used than was expected earller
in the season. The tendency is to define
the lines of the figure more, and there is
gome uncertainty as to whether the bolero
bloused all around, which is a favorite

with the great Paquin, will be as pcydar
as the more snugly fitting coat.

Two or three of the French tailors and
one important Vienna tailor are turning
out. many little coats with very short basques
usually accompanied by one of the supple
leather belts 80 much admired. There are,

down by much artistic braiding or em-
barondders

too, Parisian women famous as leaders of
fashion who are affecting close fitting

coats with long basque, regulation coat
sleaves and coat revers, but this mode is
restrioted to the few, and whether we shall
see It obtaining popularity in the fall is
a vexed question.

The return of the blouse bolero is the

greatest surprise of the season, but it Is
certainly one of the best liked of the sum-
mer ocoats and i8 used not only for the
suit coat but also for separate coats,
chiefly in taffeta.

The taffeta coat is, be it acknowledged,
a very important factor in the summer

wardrobe. American women ares going
in very heavily for coat and skirt costumes
of taffeta, but the French woman seems
prejudiced in favor of the cloth ekirt with
the taffeta coat.

She says, what is undeniably true, that
even the new soft taffeta does not lend itself
very gracefully to skirt folds; it may do
well for the flounced and ruched 1830 skirts,
but for the tailor «kirt, with its long lines
and its compromise between ample width
and snug fit, taffeta ik not the ideal
material, nor is it very desirable for any
ekirt not flounced.

The Parisian has adopted the horizontal
trimmed skirt for a certain type of costume,
but aside from that quaint type she prefers

her gskirts falling straight and trimmed
only about the bottom. Such a skirt is
graceful‘and lovely in supple cloth, in sheer
voile, in @olienne or in crépe, so she chooses
some such soft material for a skirt and wears
with it the most coquettish of taffeta coats,
into which, perhaps, some touch of the skirt
material is introduced to emphasize the fact
of the costume’s oneness, although more
often the taffeta of the coat is introduced
in some way upon the skirt.

The Directoire coat of silk or satin is
seen more and more frequently in Paris.
Certain famous actreases who cut a greater
figure in the launching of modes than the
society leaders have exploited its possi-
bilities with much success.

Striped silk or satin is considered very
chic for such a coat accompanying blouse
and skirt in plain color of soft sheer material.
The stripe, so easentially a feature of Direc-
toire modes, is sometimes confined to the
wide revers and deep cuffs, the body of the
ocoat being in plain color.

This idea is developed in the Directoire
costume sketched here. The coat is of the
extreme Directoire lines, being sloped back

from a point just below the bust to the |
bottom of the long coat skirt-~a coat that
requires careful handling If it is not to mar
the lines of the figure.

Before we leave the subject of the oos-
tume ooat, one bolero raodel rapidly galning
prestige should have mention. This little
coat Is full below the yoke or stole and
epaulette arrangement, but the fulness is
held in at the bottom by some applied band '
or by cording and narrow frilling. An
idea of this model may be gainad more
oasily from an examination of two sketchas
which illustrate the idea here than from l

|
|

word description.

One frock is of checked voile. The flat
yoke of the holero is cut in acallops at the
bottom, and the hody of the coat and the
sleeve are fulled on to this scalloped edge.
The fulness of the body is drawn down se-

curely and held in just above the waistline
by a band of white cloth which fits closely
around the figure and runs up the front of
the coat. Little gold buttons and loopse
in the darker color of the check trim this
band, and velvet in this same dark color
forms a flat collar, and finishes cuffs and
girdle. ’

Another holero, in soft finished taffeta
this time, is full at top and bottom, but is
held in around the bottom by a trimming
of little cloth disks worked in French knots,
and 80 applied as 1o form a continuous line.
From under this applied trimming a little
lace frill escapes, finikhing the fronts and
bottom of the coat.

A checked voile is one of the most popular
materials for the morning frock, and among
the latest novelties is a silk and wool volle
which has a lustrous eilk surface and is
remarkably sheer, yet which is said to be
very durable.

It is shown in small chocks of brown and
white, champagne and white, willow green
and white and the lighter shades of blue
with white, and is extremely efféctive.
Checks almoset invisible because of their
minute size are also the last cry in taffeta
and louisine.

Farly in the season there were checked
silks galore, but those checks were large
enough to be conspicuous. The new
checked silks are veritable pin point checks,
giving an effect of solid color unless one
examines them closely.

They dre shown in all the light shades
oombined with white and are made up in
the quaintest of ruffled, shirred and ruched
frocks, or in the simplest of waistcoat
costumes. In pink and white they are
partioularly fresh and delightful.

Hair line stripes very similar in effect
to these tiny chec ks rival them in popularity.
A model illustrated among the small cuts
was carried out in checked silk of the kind

just described, and successfully coimnbined
modishness, quaintness and gimplicity.

1te full tkirt was trimmed with three
ruffies set on at intervals, and made with
upstanding headings. The blouse had a
pelerine fichu draped in flat folds around
the shoulders and brdught down into a high
girdle.

This fichu was finished with a little frill
of the silk around its edge, and similar
trilla trim the flowing elbow sleeve. The
high girdle, deeply pointed at the bottom
and top, was made of the silk, but folded
around its top was a six-inch ribbon of black
Liberty satin which tied in a flaring bow at
the bust. The shallow guimpe and the
sleaves with long mitten cuffs were of lace.

The checked voiles are not the only
popular checked wools. Shepherd’s plaid
and checks of avery siza in very lightweight
and smooth finished wools are having de-
cided vogue, and one of the latest importa-
tions I8 of fine black and white checked
wool through which runs a hair line, emer-
ald green, robin's egg blue and vivid orange
being the color notes. This may sound
conspiouous, but the line of color is co
exceedingly fine that it is not insistent,
and the black, white and orange material
is among the smartest of the recent show-
ings.

Orange, by the way, is one of the very
best of the rellaving colors, but it muat
be used skilfully. Toned down with
black and white, it combines with almost
any of the dark or neutral tinted stuffs,
and it s used with good effect in combina-
tion with many of the light tints.

In chiffon cloth the varying shades of
orange form delicious costumes softened
with creamy lace and touches of black.
Mustard yellow chiffon, too, forms artistio
and effective frocks if skilfully used, but
there are few women who can wear these
strong yellows near their faces, and in such
a frock the upper part of the bodice must
be formed to a great extent of lace.

New colors are continually making their
débuts and many of them are really charme-

There is the new obion color for

ing, though & majority are unattractively
o |
tnsiance.
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Now the word onion does not appeal to
the msthetic, but the color does, and, after
all, the name is excellently descriptive,
for the color is a creamy white tinged with
gray and green. (Gooseberry green, an-
other of the new shades, is also appropri-
ately named, for it has the genuine goose-
berry tint and is mellow without being

ale.

P Pale blue and lavender combinations
are even more in evidenoe than they were
last season and the milliners delight in
using these two colora together.

A hat of palest blue chip has the crown
covered with little anemones i all the
shadings of lavender, and knots of deep
purple velvet ribbon are the only other
trimming. Mauve orchids, too, are used
upon pale blue hats, and pansies in the
purple and lavender shadings are more
consplouous in millinery than ever before
and are particularly liked as trimming for
the soft dull and light blue straws.

Simple frocks of plain muslin, dotted
muslin or dimity are beéin¢ made up for
morning wear in fashions that are actually
practical, although side by side with them
are shown the most extravagantly elab-
orate of lingerie gowns.

The shirt walst suit of the sheer lingerie
atuffs is to be much used, and less navere
morning frocks are made with full skirt
trimmed with one or two plain flounces
and with a full blouse whose only trimming
consista of a frill of valenciennes lace or
a very sheer Swiss embroidery edging the
turndown collar and finishing the elbow
gleaves. Such a frook will wash like &
pooket. kerchief, is dainty, fresh and cool,
and has the advantages of a morning négli-
gée while retaining a certain trimness and

neatneas.
TIGHT LACING IN GERMANY.

A Small Walst in Profile the Ideal Theve
From the Empress Down.

The German Fmpress is said to be suffer-
ing from the effects of tight lacing. This
story is easy to believe in view of the extent
to which the practice prevails among her

countrywomen.

The German idea of a emall walst is,
however, quite different from that prevail-
ing here. American women seek to present
a small waist line to the view of the person
who faces them. The German, on the
other hand, draws her corset strings tight
in order that she may have a small waist-
line when one views her in profile.

But this difference in (hedideul of (;:.r.-

beauty does not lead to any
g\;l(l?ﬁg on {ho strings. They must be

wn as tightly as ever.

r"i'he waiu%ase); in the south German beer
restaurants, who are compelled to work
from 6 o'clock in the momit?; u::&}nl;::j‘
after midnight, are apparen n -
venienced t‘)!y the rigmt_y of their tightly
drawn stays, although it is surprising to
an observer that they should be able to
move about, ’r;mch less stand on their feet
or 8o many hours,

: The Gerrzan actresses, who lace them-
selves with the same idea of looking narrow
when they stand in profile, are usually un-
able to move except from the waist down
with any degree of grace or ease, so tightly
are their stays drawn. The servants in
amall familles are equally addicted to the

habit.
THE RUSSIAN GRANDE DAME.

she 18 Democratic, but Wears Gergeons
Gowns, Jewels and Furs.

From the London Daily Mail.

When I set out for Russia numerous kind
friends in England, who had never met
Russian women in their lives —and did not
want to-—-warned me against them. The
advice seemed good, for was not the Rus-
sian woman in the book or the play generally
the lady villain, with nllur,lnl. deceptive

k eyes and a hidden past’
dal;ut what gorgeous gowns, what regal furs,
what magnificent jewels, they always wore
in the book or the play! So when a country-
woman who had married a Russian asked
me one afternoon in 8t. Petersburg to r'noot
some Russian ladies, I thought guiltily of
Mother Eve and the Apple of Knowledge,
then meditated upon the splendors in femi-
nine attire which I might now see revealed —

and accepted.
1 entered my

friend's house é: fur"Tnd

s on account of my m est attire.
;‘r:;nl;::: a number of charming women
were clasping me warmly by the hand and
talking in my native tongue with s‘cnrccl'y
a trace of foreign accent, while I was t,"'
ing to recover from the shock of the 0\0{-
whelming cordiality and the uncomfortable
feeling of being overdressad. Several of
them were grandes dames _of t.he class we
bow down to and worship in England, and
who extend us a finger to shake in return
for our grovelling. These Russian women
probably did not poseess among them the
practical sense, sterling character and
genuine spirit of helpfulness which any one
English woman W ould have, but I imagined
a man might be in a dilemma as to which of

1 he loved the best.
lh:n newcomer shook the snow from her
fur eap, hung it up unceremoniously in the
hall, then came in, kissed the hgnwu on both
cheeks, and embraced her twice, repeating
the ceremony with each of her friends in the
room. Some men joined us, and one of
them, an exquisite dandy, with three jewelled
rings on one hand, two on the other and wear-
ing the bright red trousers of an officer in
the Hussars, passed around his gold cirarette
case. Rome of the women emoked —one
could not be shocked, for could not one mee
the same thing in London? As we separated
I felt thoroughly converted to Russian femi-
ninity, and In numerous other experiences
have not changed my mind.

One's incursions into the realm of the
Russian grande dame are interesting, but
not exciting. They differ from those one
meets in London and Paris in being more
democratic, however. You, the stranger,
must make the first call, but few of them
sit ut home, like many of our great ladies
in England, and arrogate to themselves the
privilege of receiving but not returning calls,
As soon as they know you at all well they
salute you in the Russian fashion with a
kise on the cheek. They are not countess,
princess, or even madame to one another,
but Marie Vassilievna (Mary, the daughter
of William), Natalen Ivanovna (Natalle,
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the daughter of John), in the affectionate
and familiar Russian style of address.

They come in to see you without cere-
mony if they are passing your way, and
you feel perfectly free to go to their homes
as you will, for a cup of tea at 9 o'clock with
the family around the samovar.

A Russian woman has her shuba, a long
circular coat coming down to her heels, with-
out sleeves, but with & fur collar turned
up high above her head, and !ined with beau-
tiful fur. Every Russian woman has one,
whatever her condition, just as every English
woman has her grandfather’s portrait—as a
matter of course.

The women put them on at the first blass
of wintry wind, weeks in advance of the
real cold weather, the skating and eleighing,
and thereby inorease their ample forms
to unseémly proportions long before it is
necessary. The few ladies who walk in the
streets seem scarcely able to move in the
long, awkward garment, while their feet are
fncased in big, fur lined shoes which are
positively ugly., The great Iadies of Russia
own wonderful jewsls. Upon every Easter
since their marriage the Emperor has given
the Empress an egg of gold, enorusted with
jewels, and containing Inside some wonder-
ful mechanical device to surprise and de-
light her. One of the court jewellers has,
in fgct, spent most of his timé in fashioning
théese eggs. The eggs are most oostly on
account of An immense ruby, diamond or
emerald surmounting the crown at the top
of the egg.

There are a few S8iberian stones which one
sees scarcely in any place but Ruseia—neph-
rite of a dazzling green color, and one of
the heaviest stones in the world, the red
orlotz, aqua marine, topaz and alexandrite.
The last is very rare in the large stones, and
only two or three of them are found in a year.
It is green in the sun and a soft rose colop
under the electrio light.

Itation free.

Reviving Hat Caps of Long Ago.
From the London Daily Mail. '

Quaint conceits in millinery culled from
pletures of the past are as dear to the medern
girl, who likes to inaugurate some new ye$
antique scheme, as good dinners are to her
more material grandparents.

Long years ago caps were worn not only
by ladies of mature years but by mere girls,
and not only by the married women of the
ocommunity but by lassies in the schoolroom.
Buch caps were made of delicate lace, and
very charming they must have looked, lightly
resting upon the sunny or dusky tresses
of their wearers.

Now, when tha women who wore such
demurely pretty head coverings in the heuse
wished to walk abroad, they did not trouble

to remove their cap, but popped their ha te

on the very top of themn. It is in imitatl
of that plan that the hat and cap of w-dry
Is made, anly the hats and caps just intro-
duced by the milliners as completa novelties
are fashioned in one, and all that shows of
the cap are the side piaces that cover the fluffed
out hair and the strings that are tied beneath
the chin.

A Gulde to the Helght of Heels. T
From the Shoe Retailer,

There are four different heights, with ag
many different namea, of the military heel
alone. As a guide to those who want to be
right on the subject of heels, remember
the following: Up to 1% inches a heel {s a
military, up to 1% inches it is & Cuban, above
that it is u Bpanish heel. When it goes abova
two inches it is a Castilifan. The French heels
range from 1% to 2 ‘nohes ususlly—and are
called Louis XV. The Du Barry heel rune
from 2 to 38 inches—and quite a few women
wear it.

New Nalsies Produced by Flower Breeder.
From the Expcriment Station Record
Tt is authoritatively announced that a
noted flower brecder has succeeded in pro-
ducing two new varieties of daisies which are
enormously large. These are known as the
Alaska and the California, and are from
four and a half to five inches in diameter,
borne on stama two to three feet long. Fach
flower is composed of thirty-eight to forty-
two petals with a very emall disk, Itis claimed
that these flowers are perfectly hardy and
will grow anywhere in the United States.
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Every Labor-Saving Device for
Woman's use should be the

Best for its purpose

The Singer sewing-machine absolutely fulfils this condition.
This will be fully demonstrated to you at any Singer
store, or by any Singer saleaman.




